56                         Arguments drawn up

II.    The present time lias no causal dependence on the time
immediately preceding it.    Hence, in order to secure the continued
existence1 of a thing, no less a cause is required than that needed
to produce it at the first.

III.    A  thing,  and  likewise  an actually  existing perfection
belonging to anything, can never have nothing, or a non-existent
thing, as the cause of its existence.

IV.    Whatever reality or perfection exists in a thing, exists
formally or else eminently in its first and adequate2 cause.

V.    Whence it follows also that the objective reality of our
ideas requires a cause in which the same reality is contained not
indeed objectively, but formally or else eminently.    We have to
note that the admission of this axiom is highly necessary for the
reason that we must account for our knowledge of all things, both
of sensuous and of non-sensuous objects, and do so by means of
it alone.    For whence, e.g., comes our knowledge that there is
a heaven*?    Because we behold if?    But that vision  does not
reach the inind, except in so far as it is an idea, an idea, I say,
inhering in the mind itself, and not an image depicted in the
phantasy.    But neither can we, in virtue of this idea, assert that
there is a heaven, except because every idea needs to have some
really existing cause of its objective reality; and this cause we
judge to be the heaven itself, and so in other cases.

VI.    There are diverse degrees of reality or (the quality of
being an) entity.    For substance has more reality than accident
or mode; and infinite substance has more than finite substance.
Hence there is more objective reality in the idea of substance than
in that of accident; more in the idea of an infinite than in that of
a finite substance.

VII.    The will of a thinking being is borne, willingly indeed
and freely (for that is of the essence of will), but none the less
infallibly, towards the good that it clearly knows.    Hence, if it
knows certain perfections that it lacks, it will immediately give
them to itself if they are in its power  [for it will know that
it is a greater good for it to possess them, than not to possess
them].

VIII.    That which can effect what is greater or more difficult,
can also accomplish what is less.

1 ad rem conservandam.                     2 totale, F. V.